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to our estimate, agricultural land is
being converted at a rate of 0.56%
per cent per year. On the basis of
this rate of conversion and the
country’s total cultivated area of all
farm households amounting to 7.19
million hectares in 1996, conversion
of land amounts to 40,452 hectares
per year. Another estimate based on
annual per household conversion
of land @ 0.0096 acre {(46.25
acres / 600) / 8} and the rural land
owning households numbering to
16.01 million or {(17.828 — 1.815
or 10.18% completely landless)}
in 1996 annual converted land is
estimated to be 62,478 hectares.
None of these estimates is close to
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hectares is taken into account, total
converted land in the country comes
to 720,000 hectares during the nine
year period of 1996 to 2005. But
the total cultivated area in rural
Bangladesh remains almost the
same (17.77 million acres) in both
the years of 1996 and 2005 with
marginal difference of only 46,000
acres. We may, therefore, conclude
that the previous figure of land
conversion is an over estimate.*
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“Economically unjust, socially
impoverishing, and ecologically
suicidal”. In quest of more

market participation and profit,
commercialization of agriculture
and agricultural land intensified
transfer of agricultural land and
water body to non-agriculture
uses. The study assessed loss of
agricultural land and water bodies
per year (year wise during the
last 11 years) due to expansion of
commercial activities, commercial
cultivation, contract  farming,
tobacco cultivation, and alike. The
highest average amount of loss of
cultivable land (3.75 acre) and water
body (1.63 acre) per household
was found in Narayanganj and
Manikganj respectively; in both the
districts, the growing prevalence of
brickfield has led to indiscriminate
use of cultivable land and water
body. Households of Satkhira,
Barisal and Habiganj experienced a

decline in the use of average amount

of agricultural land.”
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